
New relationships resources for early learning at primary school 
 
If you are going to propose an ap-
proach to RSE which promotes 
chastity and marriage you have to 
do three things: go to the fundamen-
tals of personality, make lessons 
fun, and start with the youngest 
children. These were the principles 
which guided Christine Vollmer in 
her creation of Alive to the World 
and we are now in the happy posi-
tion of producing a new UK edition 
of Books 1, 2 and 3 to add to our 
existing Books 4 – 8. 

Alive to the World is based on the 
thought of such luminaries as Viktor 
Frankl, Jean Piaget, David Isaacs, 
Thomas Likona, and many others, 
including Mrs Vollmer’s own long 
years of pro-family work. Many 
FET readers will be familiar with its 
storytelling approach, whereby chil-
dren in the classroom learn from the 
adventures of the children in the 
books, who grow up alongside 
them. There are windows of oppor-
tunity for learning social skills, such 
as friendship, confidence, tolerance, 
courage, leadership, decision-taking 
and so on, just as there are for aca-
demic subjects, particularly maths 
or a language. By pacing its lessons 
with the lives of imaginary children, 
Alive to the World is able to take 
full advantage of these.  

In our new Books 1 and 2, Getting 
to know myself and Happy and 
Healthy. the children learn what 
human beings are, how they are dif-
ferent from animals, and how they 
fit into families and into wider com-
munities, including their school and 
the local neighbourhood. They learn 
that every community has its own 
rules of behaviour which are neces-
sary for the smooth functioning of 
society. They also learn about emo-
tions, the difference between mas-
tering and suppressing them, and 
how applying the Golden Rule of 
thoughtfulness makes for a happy 
society. Book 3 develops these 
themes and has preliminary lessons 

on the safe use of electronic media 
and equipment tied into each lesson 
plan. This is early learning to lay the 
foundations for guarding against 
sexting and pornography.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RSE is not a subject like any other 
in the school day and is best treated 
in a way that stands out. Alive to the 
World uses hard copy books which 
give the subject continuity and a 
special intimacy. Books 1 to 3 are in 
Big Book format for shared reading, 
and these are accompanied by full 
electronic teacher guides which ex-
plain the anthropology as well as 
giving teachers full lesson plans 
with a range of activities and web 
links.  
Where Alive to the World also 
stands out is in the close relation-
ship it fosters with parents, whose 
primary role in the education of 
their children is emphasised 
throughout. Each lesson ends by 
encouraging the children to carry 
out some small task at home, often 
in the form of a practical resolution 
or in finding out something from 
their parents. Ideally, the books 
would also go home to be shared 
with the family. As this is not prac-
tical, a representative exercise for 
each lesson will be mounted on our 
website so as to be easily accessed 
by anybody. Encouraging families 
to talk to their children about life 
when they are young, about their 
friendships, their tastes in music and 
many other personal topics lays the 

groundwork for helping parents play 
their role in sex education and in  
guarding against evils such as por-
nography. 

There is always sensitivity in teach-
ing about marriage and family life 
when so many pupils come from 
broken homes. Working through 
stories is a good way to put lessons 
across at a safe distance. Nobody is 
in the spotlight when Charlie or Al-
ice’s behaviour is under discussion. 
In the same way, by living with the 
stories, children can learn to cope 
with the reality of their own home 
lives without losing the natural aspi-
ration for marriage and family life 
which every child shares. Alive to 
the World puts strong emphasis on 
respecting the uniqueness and value 
of each person and each family 
member, whoever they may be, 
while allowing children to dream. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Books 1 and 2 are already published 
with Book 3 expected in early 2021. 
The teacher guides will be available 
through our brand new website 
www.alivetotheworld.co.uk which 
is expected shortly. Teacher Guide 1 
is ready and 2 and 3 will follow on. 
Please have a look.    
 
To ask Louise more about Alive to 
the World’s resources she can be 
contacted at the following email 
louise@alivetotheworld.co.uk They 
may also be purchased from 
www.gracewing.co.uk 
 

By Louise Kirk  
UK’s largest school company promotes LGBT book for children 

Herts for Learning describes itself 
as ‘an award-winning provider of 
products and services to schools 
and educational settings within and 
outside Hertfordshire.’ It is the 
largest school support company of 
its type in the UK.  

In the September, October and No-
vember editions of Herts for Learn-
ing’s monthly bulletin for the 
chairs of school governing boards, 
there was an advertisement for a 
book called It’s All OK By Me. This 
book is described by Herts for 
Learning in the following words: 
 
" ‘It’s all OK By Me’ is a story of a 
young Gingerbread character and 
their friends who are from different 
ethnicities, gender, culture, reli-
gion, families and abilities. The 
book covers all layers of diversity 
& teaches the child to accept, cele-
brate and embrace themselves and 
ALL others.". 

 
The book’s front cover describes it 
as ‘An educational book aimed at 
children 3-8 to help them under-
stand diversity and how wonderful 
it is’.  
 
The book’s content however, is 
deeply unsettling. While the book 
proclaims that its aim is to help 
‘children grow up in a world free 
from bias and discrimination’ it is 
in fact deeply discriminatory and 
shows a strong bias against the tra-
ditional family.  
 
For example, the book states: 
 

I want to be who I am 
I am who I want to be 

Whether I have two mums 
 or two dads 

No mum or no dad 
It’s all ok by me. 

This verse is accompanied by the 
characters dancing around in rain-
bow-coloured skirts, not so subtle 
LGBT imagery. Of course what is 
completely excluded from this cele-
bration of ‘diversity’ is any refer-
ence to the living arrangement in 
which the majority of children 
grow up: in a home with a mother 
and a father. Bear in mind that this 
book is aimed at children as young 
as three. 

In addition to this strange exclusion 
of mothers and fathers, the book 
contains subliminal transgender 
messages. Children are bound to be 
confused by the book’s strange 
characters: naked, androgynous 
gingerbread figures, of no determi-
nate sex or gender. Though one 
character sports what appears to be 
a Muslim hijab headscarf, an item 
only worn by women. This is the 
closest any character gets to being 
identified as male or female. All 
the characters have peculiar buttons 
in the centre of their chests but it is 
not clear what these symbolize. The 
character on the front cover wears a 
medallion with words: ‘Funny 
Feelings Aren’t Funny’ but once 
again there is no explanation as to 
what these words signify. 

Every page of the book contains a 
verse that begins with I want to be 
who I am, I am who I want to be’ 
and after citing some aspect of dif-
ference, ends with It’s all ok by me. 
The statement ‘I am who I want to 
be’, while idealistic, is simply not 
true and is bound to be a source of 
confusion for children. We cannot 
always be who we want to be .  

Different human beings have dif-
ferent strengths and talents and we 

cannot all be the same. Simply 
passing down this statement to a 
vulnerable child may ultimately 
lead to issues of poor self-esteem 
when they realise that they just can-
not be that person they want to be, 
though the message of this book 
tells them otherwise. Furthermore, 
“I am who I want to be” is used in 
the context of race, skin colour and 
disability, though one obviously 
cannot choose one’s race, the col-
our of one’s skin or whether or not 
one has a disability.  

 

 

 

FET’s protest 

The Family Education Trust has 
written to Herts for Learning high-
lighting the concerns expressed 
above and asking that they cease to 
advertise this harmful book. A 
summary of our case against the 
book is contained in the extract 
from our letter below: 
 
...this book fails in its stated pur-
pose of combatting discrimination 
and bias. It is blatantly biased in 
favour of LGBT and transgender 
ideology. It discriminates against 
children who grow up with a moth-
er and father. It creates confusion 
about matters such as sex, race and 
gender among the youngest and 
most vulnerable children. It is not 
education but indoctrination. 

Naked androgynous ginger-
bread people adorn the 

book’s pages   


