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The pituitary gland in the brain controls the
reproductive organs in men and women
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Female reproductive organs
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Cycle of events inside the ovary






Owulation

The fimbria pick up the newly released egg
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Ovulation and death of the egg






Menstrual bleeding, or period
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Ovulation and conception
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The Fimia picke. up Tho newly
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Implantation of the embryo
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Cycle of events in the uterus with ovulation cycle above






The cervix and its mucus







Fertile cervical

mucus under a

microscope






Pituitary Gland

Hormones pass to and from the
Pituitary Gland in the brain, whi
has overall control of the cycle.

Before ovulation After ovulation

Progesterone

The collapsing follicle
U (eorpus luteum) produces
@ high levels of PROGESTERONE

— Ovary-——
.which causes the thickening

endometrium to secrete
mtnlrftr'ous fluids..

Oestrogen

The developing follicle produces
high levels of OESTROGEN...

.and blocks the production
of fertile mucus.

Uterus

...which causes the lining of the
womb (endometrium) to thicken..

Endometyrium

Cervix

which causes the production of fertile
nwcus once the levels are high enough

Mewnstruation

When the corpus lutewm has
disintegrated, OESTROGEN and
PROGESTERONE levels in the
bleod drop rapidly causing
menstruation.

The full menstrual cycle






OVULATION

OESTROGEN

Prcd .

Female hormone cycle






Male reproductive organs






Two sperm under a microscope, showing their heads
and tails






Sperm transport system






Conception







Baby at 16 weeks gestation



